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The purpose of the CTA Spotlight for the 2016-

2017 School year is to serve as a communication tool for 

community members in our district about what the staff 

members at Cole Camp R-1 are passionate about; 

creating a rich learning environment for our students and 

giving them all of the tools they need to succeed.  CTA 

hopes that by reading this article each week, you are able 

to pull from it information to greater assist the student in 

your life, as we all take part in their growth and 

development.  This week’s article is “School attendance!  

What’s the big deal?” with High School Principal, Brandon 

Harding.   

The Missouri Department of Education recently 

changed their attendance policy in an attempt to increase 

school attendance across the state.  The percentages that 

were changed and the new goals that were set for schools 

is not as big a deal as to “why” Missouri made the 

change. There has been a great deal of research on the 

effects of school attendance.  The greatest target of this research was to look closer 

at dropout rates and school completion issues.  Here is what the state knows and 

why attendance is a big deal!    

 Missing one day of school from kindergarten to 11
th

 grade is equivalent to 

missing five (5) semesters of schooling! 

 Girls who are frequently absent from school are over-represented in the 

statistics for teenage pregnancies. 

 Guys who are frequently absent from school are over-represented in the 

statistics for juvenile corrections. 

 School attendance is a strong predictor of school success and failure. 

A recent study showed that a freshman student absent 0-4 days in their first 

semester had an 87% chance of graduating in four years.  A student absent 5-9 days 

in their first semester had a 63% chance of graduating in four years.  You can 

imagine the number continues to get worse as the absent days climb.  A student in 

that same study that missed 20-24 days had a 9% chance to make it to graduation.  

Study after study would show that good attendance offers a better chance for 

success in school. 

Students that are away from school fall behind in their learning, develop 

inconsistent homework returns, lack confidence and feel embarrassed when they 



 

 

can’t participate in class discussions or work with the rest of the class after being 

absent. 

Students that are away from school miss celebrations, assemblies, and special 

activities.  A student that misses a lot often struggles to establish friendships with 

their peers. 

The academic impact is not difficult to understand when a student misses.  

Students miss introductions to new material, fail to complete work, miss revision and 

review, miss quizzes, tests, homework explanation and assigned work.  A student 

that is not present for these things then has the burden of taking care of these 

things on top of work that continues to be added.   

Research has concluded that consistent school attendance has a high positive 

correlation to academic success and school completion.  Students learn best when 

they attend school every day.  Good attendance establishes a pattern of 

responsibility and commitment that will serve students throughout their lives, 

including college and the work place. 

The research that has been conducted on student attendance at school has been 

directly related to dropout prevention and school completion.  Attendance is not 

always a smoking gun that identifies a problem for a student.  However, there is 

enough statistical evidence to show that the struggles of those students that are not 

good attenders need to be monitored and assisted.   

The Cole Camp school district is continually striving to make the school the best 

environment and place for students to be.  Teachers and administrators work hard to 

make connections with our students to encourage them to attend school to be their 

best.  Attendance is not always the sole factor in identifying a problem but data 

shows making an impact to improve attendance makes everyone’s experience a 

more positive one with a higher chance for success.  

 


